Urging Cleanup on SB 131
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August 12, 2025
200+ Organizations Urging Cleanup on SB 131

Dear Governor Newsom, President Pro Tempore McGuire, Speaker Rivas, and Members
of the Legislature:

The 237 signatories write to urge immediate action to keep the commitments made to
address urgent changes needed to SB 131, which was enacted with only three days for
the public to review the bill, one hearing in the Senate Budget Committee, no hearings
in the Assembly, and no meaningful time or process given for the level of scrutiny
needed for a bill that is an unprecedented rollback to California’s fundamental
environmental and community protections.

While we were deeply disappointed in both the process and substance of SB 131, we
were heartened by statements made by leadership — on the floor and to members —
committing to pursue legislation quickly to address key problems with the bill.
Specifically, we want to see a bill that addresses two critical flaws in the bill by:

Adding habitat and lands important for conservation plans to the definition of
“natural and protected lands”:

Essential habitat lands and lands necessary to complete Natural Community
Conservation Plan/Habitat Conservation Plan reserve or preserve areas must be
added to the list of “natural and protected lands” to ensure that the CEQA
exemptions in SB 131 avoid and mitigate impacts on important habitat lands and
endangered and threatened species. No mitigation for loss of important habitat
would lead to an overall loss of habitat in California, potentially pushing declining
species closer to extinction. This outcome directly confradicts the state’s
statutory goal of achieving 30x30. Previous CEQA exemptions have clearly
excluded projects that impact habitat for candidate, rare, endangered,
threatened, and special status species and for lands essential to completing
habitat reserves in Habitat Conservation Plans/Natural Community Conservation
Plans (e.g., SB 35 (2017), SB 423 (2023) and AB 130 (2025)).

Removing the Advanced Manufacturing CEQA exemption:

Advanced manufacturing does not mean clean. In fact, the broad scope of
facilities captured here can be extremely hazardous to the environment and
public health. Advanced manufacturing is defined in the Public Resources Code
Section 26003(a) as any manufacturing process that “improves existing or
creating entirely new materials, and processes” in a number of technological
areas. This includes some of the most polluting projects in the state, like mining,



plastic recycling, and aerospace manufacturing. For example, semiconductor
manufacturing, a type of facility that is specifically eligible for this exemption,
involves significant pollution and hazards. Santa Clara County has twenty-three
active Superfund Sites, more than any other county in the United States, because
of semiconductor facilities that were found to be leaking dangerous chemical
solvents into local groundwater. This broad and vague definition also could
include extremely risky facilities like nuclear, lithium compound, heavy metal, or
battery manufacturing or really any manufacturing facility if it is using new
materials and/or processes. This exemption will result in major harm to California’s
working-class communities and California’s natural environment. The exemption
makes workplaces more dangerous and unhealthier, increases toxic
contaminants in our communitfies, and prevents workers, communities, and
governments from holding companies accountable to protect community
benefits, good jobs, and safe places to live. Our opposition is not to having these
facilities themselves in California, but to enabling their development by doing so
without environmental review or required mitigation.

We strongly urge you to fulfill your commitment to address these two concerns
immediately. SB 131 was touted as helping Californians meet their affordable housing
needs.

However, unless these two problems are addressed in a clean-up bill, SB 131 will also
result in hundreds of thousands of acres of lost habitat and declining biodiversity and
polluting manufacturing facilities sited next door to already overburdened communities
with no ability of these communities to engage in these decisions to protect their health
and welfare.

We look forward to working with you to rectify these critical environmental and public
health issues.

Sincerely,

Faraz Rizvi Tomas Valadez

Policy and Campaign Manager California Policy Manager
Asian Pacific Environmental Network Azul

Mike Lynes Susan Keefe

Director of Policy Director, Southern California

Audubon California Beyond Plastics



Gary Hughes
Co-Director/Americas Program
Coordinator
Biofuelwatch

Jamie Fanous

Policy & Organizing Director
Community Alliance with Family Farmers
(CAFF)

Susan Jordan
Executive Director
Cdlifornia Coastal Protection Network

Caroline Godkin
Executive Director
California Council of Land Trusts

Melissa Romero
Policy Advocacy Director
California Environmental Voters

Zach Lou
Coalition Director
California Green New Deadl

Nick Jensen
Conservation Program Director
California Native Plant Society

Vanessa Forsythe RN MSN

Policy Committee Co-Chair
California Nurses for Environmental
Health and Justice

Nick Lapis
Director of Advocacy
Californians Against Waste (CAW)

Patty Clary
Executive Director
Cadlifornians for Alternatives to Toxics

Angel Garcia
Co-Director
Cadlifornians for Pesticide Reform

JP Theberge
Director/Coordinator
Californians for Safe Energy Storage

Michael J. Painter
Coordinator
Californians for Western Wilderness

Jenn Engstrom
State Director
CALPIRG

Mark Green
Executive Director
Calwild

Jacqueline Tkac
President
CAPS, UAW Local 1115

Jonathan Pruitt
Equitable Land Use Program Manager
CEJA Action

Frances Tinney
Staff Attorney, Urban Wildlands Program
Center for Biological Diversity

Joaquin Castillejos

Organizing Lead

Center for Community Action and
Environmental Justice



Thomas R. Fox
Senior Legislative Counsel
Center for Environmental Health

Kristina Sinclair
Staff Attorney
Center for Food Safety

Jennifer Clary
California Director
Clean Water Action

Janet Cox
CEO
Climate Action California

Sara Zimmerman
Executive Director
Climate Equity Policy Center

Amy Boyer
Founder
Climate Relations LLC

Bill Magavern
Policy Director
Coadlition for Clean Air

Lauren Gallagher
Attorney & Legal Fellow
Communities for a Better Environment

James R. Strittholt, Ph.D.
Co-Founder, Chief Science Officer
Conservation Biology Institute

Irene Kao
Executive Director
Courage California

Pamela Flick
California Program Director
Defenders of Wildlife

Sean Hecht

Managing Attorney, California Regional

Office
Earthjustice

Jared Naimark
California Mining Organizer
Earthworks

Dan Silver
Executive Director
Endangered Habitats League

Laura Deehan
State Director
Environment California

Kristine Wright
Board Member
Equitable Land Use Alliance (ELUA)

Katelyn Roedner Sutter
California State Director
Environmental Defense Fund

Greg Morris
Member
Focus Nuevo

Jim Lindburg

Legislative Consultant

Friends Committee on Legislation of
California

Jann Dorman
Executive Director
Friends of the River



Bradley Angel Sakereh Maskal

Executive Director Policy and Advocacy Lead
Greenaction for Health and Pesticide Action and Agroecology
Environmental Justice Network

Alec Sarkissian Matthew Baker

Executive Director Policy Director

Green Policy Initiative Planning & Conservation League
Pedro Hernandez Andrés Ramos

California State Program Manager Legislative Counsel

GreenlLatinos Public Advocates

Dennessa Atiles Shashi Hanuman

Organizing Manager Executive Director

Indivisible CA: StateStrong Public Interest Law Project

Jenny Zimmer Scott Webb

Co-Executive Director Director of Advocacy

Mothers Out Front Resource Renewal Institute

Neal Desai Ocean Blue Coast

Senior Pacific Regional Director Community Organizer

National Parks Conservation Association Senior and Disability Action

Beth Pratt Jakob Evans

Regional Executive Director, California Senior Policy Strategist

National Wildlife Federation Sierra Club California

Chloe Ames Shoshana Wechsler

Policy Advisor Co-Coordinator

NextGen California Sunflower Alliance

Emely Garcia David Hogan

Legislative Advocate Executive Director

NRDC The Chaparral Lands Conservancy
Paul Mason Ellie Cohen

V.P., Policy & Incentives CEO

Pacific Forest Trust The Climate Center



Mike Miller
Regional Director
UAW Region 6

Miguel Alatorre, Jr.
Founder and Executive Director
UNIDOS Network

Andrea Leon-Grossmann
Deputy Program Director — West
Vote Solar

Jessie Vinje
Executive Director
Western Borderlands Ecology Group

Northern California Region Signatories

Daniel Chandler
Member
350 Humboldt Steering Committee

Cathryn Couch
CEO
Ceres Community Project

Sue Lee Mossman

Co-Chair

Climate Action Campaign of the
Humboldt UU Fellowship

Andy Shrader
Senior Policy Advisor
Climate Action Petaluma

Vince Taylor
President
Dharma Cloud Foundation

Katie McKeon
Attorney
Western Center on Law & Poverty

Dr. Elizabeth Dougherty
Executive Director
Wholly H20

Jo Ann Baumgartner
Executive Director
Wild Farm Alliance

Tom Wheeler

Executive Director

Environmental Protection Information
Center (EPIC)

Suzie Fortner
Executive Director
Friends of the Dunes

Alicia Homann
Executive Director
Friends of the Eel River

Justin Crellin
Executive Director
Friends of the Lost Coast

Jennifer Kalt
Executive Director
Humboldt Waterkeeper



Kimberly Baker
Executive Director
Klamath Forest Allionce

Nick Joslin

Policy and Advocacy Director
Mount Shasta Bioregional Ecology
Center

Michael Mulligan
Legislative Analyst
NorCal Elders Climate Action

Sable Odry
Advocacy Co-Director
Northcoast Environmental Center

Cynthia Perrine
Executive Director
Northern California Regional Land Trust

Sacramento Region Signatories

Katie McCammon
Program Director
350 Sacramento

Elena DelLacy
Executive Director
American River Conservancy

Pete Spaulding
Coordinator
American River Trees

Dave Henson
Executive Director
Occidental Arts & Ecology Center

Larry Glass

Executive Director

SAFE Alternatives for our Forest
Environment

Suzie Savoie
Volunteer
Siskiyou Crest Coalition

Patty McCleary
Co-Executive Director
Smith River Alliance

Marylee Guinon

President

SAFRR State Alliance for Firesafe Road
Regulation

Louise Gray
Environmental Council of Sacramento
(ECQOS)

Judith Lamare
Co-founder
Friends of the Swainson’s Hawk

Harry Wang, MD

President

Physicians for Social Responsibility —
Sacramento



Bay Area Signatories

Elizabeth Patterson
Chair
1000 Friends Protecting Historic Benicia

Laura Neish
Executive Director
350 Bay Area Action

Linda Rames
President
Almonte District Improvement Club

J. Michelle Pierce

Executive Director

Bayview Hunters Point Community
Advocates

Lenny Siegel

Executive Director

Center for Public Environmental
Oversight

Amy Kalish
Director
Citizen Marin

Kalimah Priforce
Councilmember
City of Emeryville

Susan Candell
Mayor
City of Lafayette

Ashley Eagle-Giblbs

Executive Director

Environmental Action Committee of
West Marin
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Mimi Spreadbury
Organizer
Fridays For Future Palo Alto

Alice Kaufman
Policy and Advocacy Director
Green Foothills

Roberto Alfaro

Executive Director

Homies Organizing the Mission to
Empower Youth (HOMEY)

Ted Smith

Coordinator

International Campaign for Responsible
Technology

Deb Kramer
Executive Director
Keep Coyote Creek Beautiful

Rebecca Schwariz Lesberg
Executive Director
Marin Conservation League

Linda Hutchins-Knowles
Co-Founder and Team Coordinator
Mothers Out Front Silicon Valley

Mimi Spreadbury

Lead

Orchard City Indivisible Environmental
Justice

Robert M. Gould, MD

President

Physicians for Social Responsibility — San
Francisco Bay



Susan Hopp
Co-Chair
PlasticFree Marin

Antonio Diaz
Organizational Director
PODER

Jeantelle Laberinto
Policy and Organizing Director

Race & Equity in all Planning Coalition,

San Francisco (REP-SF)

Christie Ralston
Associate Attorney
San Francisco Baykeeper

Susan Green

Steering Committee Member

San Francisco Climate Emergency
Coadlition

Shani Kleinhaus
Environmental Advocate
Santa Clara Valley Bird Alliance

Anastasia Yovanopoulos
Volunteer
SF Tenants Union

Duane Kromm

Assistant Treasurer

Solano County Orderly Growth
Committee

Emerald

Network Member

Sonoma County Climate Activist
Network (SoCoCAN!)
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Eamon O'Byrne
Executive Director
Sonoma Land Trust

Angelica Cabande

Director

South of Market Community Action
Network (SOMCAN)

Marilyn Price
Co-Chair
Sustainable Mill Valley

April McGilll

Executive Director

The American Indian Cultural Center of
San Francisco

Maureen Forney
Facilitator
Third Act SF Bay Area

Amanda Chang

Program Director of Equitable
Development

Urban Habitat

Janice Schroeder

Core Member

West Berkeley Alliance for Clean Air and
Safe Jobs

Amy Wright

Steven Levine and Gunilla Bjork



Central Coast Signatories

Nancy Black

Board President

Committees for Land, Air, Water and
Species (CLAWS)

Elise Cossart-Daly
Civil Rights and Environmental Attorney
Cossart-Daly Law, A.P.C.

Linda Krop
Chief Counsel
Environmental Defense Center

Mary Williams

Environmental Justice Working Group
Lead

Indivisible Monterey

Faye Johnson
Indivisible CA StateStrong Licison
Indivisible Santa Cruz County

Carla Mena
Director of Policy & Legislative Affairs
Los Padres ForestWatch

Laura Solorio, MD
President
Protect Monterey County

Central Valley Signatories

Barbara Brydolf

President

Alta Peak Chapter, California Native
Plant Society
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Mary Hsia-Coron
Coordinator
Protect San Benito County

Ken Hough
Co-Executive Director
Santa Barbara County Action Network

Katie Thompson
Executive Director
Save Our Shores

Andrew Hawryluk
President
Save Tarpy Flats

Nina Audino
Founder
STOP Lithium BESS in Santa Cruz County

Nancy B. Macy

Environmental Committee Chair
Valley Women's Club Environmental
Committee

Ector Olivares

Program Manager — Environmental
Justice

Catholic Charities of Stockton



Grecia Orozco

Staff Attorney

Center on Race, Poverty, & the
Environment

Nayamin Martinez, MPH

Executive Director

Central California Environmental Justice
Network (CCEJN)

Sarah Sharpe
Deputy Executive Director
Cenftral California Asthma Collaborative

Daniel O'Connell
Executive Director
Central Valley Partnership

Asha Sharma

State Policy Manager

Leadership Counsel for Justice and
Accountability

Sierra Region Signatories

Betsy Reifsnider
Sacramento Policy Associate
Mono Lake Committee

Alexis Ollar
Executive Director
Mountain Area Preservation

Shirley Freriks

Lead of Subsidiary WasteNOT Nevada
County

Nevada County Climate Action Now
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Dillon Delvo
Executive Director
Little Manila Rising

Barbara Barrigan-Parrilla
Executive Director
Restore the Delta

Adam Livingston
Director of Planning and Policy
Sequoia Riverlands Trust

Peter Drekmeier
Policy Director
Tuolumne River Trust

Bianca Lopez
Co-Founder/Project Director
Valley Improvement Projects

Laurie Oberholtzer
Director
Sierra County Land Trust

Jenny Hatch
Executive Director
Sierra Nevada Alliance

Aaron Zettler-Mann
Executive Director
South Yuba River Citizens League



Inland Empire and California Desert Signatories

Aydee Palomino
EJ Campaign Project Manager
Alianza Coachella Valley

Sendy Herndndez Orellana Barrows
President
CactusToCloud Institute

Janet Bernabe

Executive Director/DOJ Partially
Accredited Representative
Centro del Inmigrante, INC.

Kevin Dawson
Board Member
Friends of Riverside's Hills

Cameron Mayer
Executive Director
Friends of the Amargosa Basin

Allison Weber
Forest and Water Policy Director
Friends of the Inyo

Erika Ruiz
Community Organizing Director
Inland Empire Prism Collective

Los Angeles Region Signatories

Sherry Lear
Organizer
350 South Bay Los Angeles

Sky Allen
Executive Director
Inland Empire United

Steve Bardwell

President

Morongo Basin Conservation
Association

Bettina Rosmarino
Land Acquisition Director
Oswit Land Trust

Charles Thomas
Executive Director
Outward Bound Adventures

Jen Larratt-Smith

Chair

Riverside Neighbors Opposing
Warehouses (R-NOW)

Robin Kobaly
Executive Director
The SummerTree Institute

Dr. Tim Krantz
Conservation Director
The Wildlands Conservancy

Cheryl Auger
Steering Committee
350 Southland Legislative Alliance



Jan Dieftrick
Policy Lead
350 Ventura County Climate Hub

Rodney Andrews
City Commissioner
Assembly District 65

Robert J. van de Hoek
Environmental Scientist
Ballona Institute

Tianna Shaw-Wakeman

Environmental Justice Program Director
Black Women for Wellness Action
Project

Wendy-Sue Rosen

Co-Founder

Brentwood Alliance of Canyons &
Hillsides

Tom Freeman
President
Canyon Back Alliance

Tony Tucci
Chair and Co-founder
Citizens for Los Angeles Wildlife

Robin Rudisill
Board Member
Citizens Preserving Venice

Kathy Schaeffer

Legislative Coordinator

Climate Reality Project, San Fernando
Valley Chapter
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Barbara Broide
Co-President
Codlition for a Beautiful Los Angeles

Dee Fromm
Managing Director
Coastal Lands Action Network (CLAN)

Jessica Martinez
Director of Programs and Development
Consejo de Federaciones Mexicanas

Marcia Hanscom

Community Organizer & Legal
Coordinator

Defend Ballona Wetlands

Taylor Thomas
Co-Executive Director
East Yard Communities for
Environmental Justice

Wendy Miranda
Policy Associate
Esperanza Community Housing

Jennifer Grissom
Executive Director
Food Access LA

Gerry Hans
President
Friends of Griffith Park

Elise Kalfayan
Board Member
Glendale Environmental Coalition

Claire Schlotterbeck
Executive Director
Hills For Everyone



Charley Mims
President
Hillside Federation

Anita Ghazarian
Chapter Lead
Indivisible Alta Pasadena

Jennifer Tanner
Leader
Indivisible CA Green Team

Dave Shukla
Operations
Long Beach Alliance for Clean Energy

Travis Longcore
President
Los Angeles Audubon Society

Tori Kjer
Executive Director
Los Angeles Neighborhood Land Trust

Maura Monagan
Policy & Government Affairs Manager
Los Angeles Waterkeeper

Elizabeth Lambe
Executive Director
Los Cerritos Wetlands Land Trust

Belen Bernal
Executive Director
Nature for All

Deja McCauley

Land Use and Health Program Manager
Physicians for Social Responsibility — Los
Angeles
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Jane Velez Mitchell
Co-Founder
Protect Ballona Wetlands

Susan Phillips

Director

Robert Redford Conservancy Pitzer
College

Johanna Iraheta
Co-Director of Programs
Roots in Motion

Lynne Plambeck

President

Santa Clarita Organization for Planning
and the Environment (SCOPE)

Richard Burke
Chapter Leader
SoCal Elders Climate Action

Jessica Melendez
Director of Policy
T.R.U.S.T. South LA

Melanie Winter
Founder & Director
The River Project

Catherine Rich
Executive Officer
The Urban Wildlands Group



San Diego and Orange County Region Signatories

Dana L. Stewart

Founder, CEO

Alliance BioConversions Consulting
(ABCC)

Bri Fordem
Executive Director
Anza-Borrego Foundation

Kim Kolpin
Executive Director
Bolsa Chica Land Trust

Carolyn Krammer

Chairperson

Citizens for the Preservation of Parks &
Beaches

Terry M. Welsh MD
President
Coastal Corridor Alliance

Christian Torres

Directory of Climate Equity and
Resilience

Comite Civico del Valle (CCV)

JP Theberge

Vice Chair

Elfin Forest/Harmony Grove Town
Councill

Pamela Heatherington
Board of Directors
Environmental Center of San Diego

Michael Wellborn

President

Friends of Harbors Beaches and Parks
(FHBP)

Deborah Knight
Executive Director
Friends of Rose Canyon

Karin Zirk, Ph.D.
Executive Director
Friends of Rose Creek

Norman Grossman
President
Laguna Greenbelt, Inc.

Diane Nygaard
President
Preserve Calavera

Mat Wahlstrom
Founder
Rescue Hillcrest

James Peugh
Conservation Co-Chair
San Diego Bird Alliance

Chris Roberts
Transportation Team Lead
SanDiego350

Bruce Coons
Executive Director

Save Our Heritage Organisation (SOHO)



Patrick J Rutten
Co-Chair
Save Temescal Valley

Jennifer Savage
California Policy Associate Director
Surfrider Foundation

Ann Van Leer
Executive Director
The Escondido Creek Conservancy

Frank Gilman
Treasurer
Tubb Canyon Desert Conservancy
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