
  

The Natural Resources Conservation Service provides leadership in a partnership effort to help people 
conserve, maintain, and improve our natural resources and environment. 

Water and Climate Update 
September 14, 2023 

The Natural Resources Conservation Service produces this weekly report using data and products from 
the National Water and Climate Center and other agencies. The report focuses on seasonal snowpack, 
precipitation, temperature, and drought conditions in the U.S. 
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New England experiences flooding ahead of storm warnings 
 

 
       Photo courtesy of Rhode Island Department of Transportation 

 
On September 12, a frontal system combined with a deep sub-tropical moisture source and 
delivered almost 10 inches of rain in six hours as it swept across New England. The rapid 
downpour caused extensive damage and prompted evacuations as communities were inundated 
by floodwater. The flooding came just days ahead of tropical storm watches and warnings issued 
from the National Hurricane Center in anticipation of Hurricane Lee’s path, which is expected to 
pass near the Northeast. 
 
Related: 
Massachusetts city got nearly 10 inches of rain in 6 hours, flooding homes and eroding dams - AP 
News 
Massive Hurricane Lee prompts tropical storm and hurricane watches for coastal New England as 
threat grows – CNN 
Flooding evacuates residents in northern Massachusetts; waters recede showing damage - USA 
Today 
https://www.wpri.com/weather/severe-weather/september-12-13-storm-coverage/ - WPRI 12 News 
(Providence, RI) 

https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/wcc/home/
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fapnews.com%2Farticle%2Fflash-flooding-massachusetts-e423e4c821b8e11f0a424a6d48814563&data=05%7C01%7Cjulie.koeberle%40usda.gov%7C8fa0cd9285ee47b54edb08dbb51752fe%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C1%7C0%7C638302884003822455%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=SsdNdTEuKqI90TzbCaqUk3oXUMff2UPAnvkjE2dtF%2FQ%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cnn.com%2F2023%2F09%2F13%2Fweather%2Fhurricane-lee-path-wednesday-climate%2Findex.html&data=05%7C01%7Cjulie.koeberle%40usda.gov%7C8fa0cd9285ee47b54edb08dbb51752fe%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C1%7C0%7C638302884003822455%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=N5hSw93ZQ49cKoOsxngAefN%2FUoTle35DCh8ZhflHHWw%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cnn.com%2F2023%2F09%2F13%2Fweather%2Fhurricane-lee-path-wednesday-climate%2Findex.html&data=05%7C01%7Cjulie.koeberle%40usda.gov%7C8fa0cd9285ee47b54edb08dbb51752fe%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C1%7C0%7C638302884003822455%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=N5hSw93ZQ49cKoOsxngAefN%2FUoTle35DCh8ZhflHHWw%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.usatoday.com%2Fstory%2Fnews%2Fnation%2F2023%2F09%2F12%2Fflood-massachusetts-evacuations-weather%2F70830762007%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cjulie.koeberle%40usda.gov%7C8fa0cd9285ee47b54edb08dbb51752fe%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C1%7C0%7C638302884003822455%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=RYTtkftpaIC6ciAgk16eoK7VoG129FUcZ7INE521D4I%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.wpri.com%2Fweather%2Fsevere-weather%2Fseptember-12-13-storm-coverage%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cjulie.koeberle%40usda.gov%7C8fa0cd9285ee47b54edb08dbb51752fe%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C1%7C0%7C638302884003822455%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=AswJwQICltZmBSj6lSLcnMBZz4xMRbiUicCzJfTLa9Q%3D&reserved=0
https://www.dot.ri.gov/
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Precipitation

Last 7 Days, NRCS SNOTEL Network 

 

 

7-day precipitation 
percent of median 
map 

See also:  
7-day total precipitation 
values (inches) map 

 

Alaska 7-day 
precipitation 
percent of 
median map  

See also:  
Alaska 7-day 
total 
precipitation 
values (inches) 
map 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/wcc/home/quicklinks/imap#version=167&elements=&networks=SNTL&states=!&counties=!&hucs=&minElevation=&maxElevation=&elementSelectType=any&activeOnly=true&activeForecastPointsOnly=false&hucLabels=false&hucIdLabels=false&hucParameterLabels=true&stationLabels=&overlays=&hucOverlays=&basinOpacity=75&basinNoDataOpacity=25&basemapOpacity=100&maskOpacity=0&mode=data&openSections=dataElement,parameter,date,basin,options,elements,location,networks,overlays,labels&controlsOpen=true&popup=&popupMulti=&popupBasin=&base=esriNgwm&displayType=station&basinType=6&dataElement=PREC&depth=-8&parameter=PCTPORMED&frequency=DAILY&duration=7&customDuration=7&dayPart=E&monthPart=E&forecastPubDay=1&forecastExceedance=50&useMixedPast=true&seqColor=1&divColor=3&scaleType=D&scaleMin=&scaleMax=&referencePeriodType=fixed&referenceBegin=1991&referenceEnd=2020&minimumYears=20&hucAssociations=true&relativeDate=-1&lat=42.989&lon=-95.121&zoom=5.0
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/wcc/home/quicklinks/imap#version=167&elements=&networks=SNTL&states=!&counties=!&hucs=&minElevation=&maxElevation=&elementSelectType=any&activeOnly=true&activeForecastPointsOnly=false&hucLabels=false&hucIdLabels=false&hucParameterLabels=true&stationLabels=&overlays=&hucOverlays=&basinOpacity=75&basinNoDataOpacity=25&basemapOpacity=100&maskOpacity=0&mode=data&openSections=dataElement,parameter,date,basin,options,elements,location,networks,overlays,labels&controlsOpen=true&popup=&popupMulti=&popupBasin=&base=esriNgwm&displayType=station&basinType=6&dataElement=PREC&depth=-8&parameter=PCTPORMED&frequency=DAILY&duration=7&customDuration=7&dayPart=E&monthPart=E&forecastPubDay=1&forecastExceedance=50&useMixedPast=true&seqColor=1&divColor=3&scaleType=D&scaleMin=&scaleMax=&referencePeriodType=fixed&referenceBegin=1991&referenceEnd=2020&minimumYears=20&hucAssociations=true&relativeDate=-1&lat=42.989&lon=-95.121&zoom=5.0
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/wcc/home/quicklinks/imap#version=167&elements=&networks=SNTL&states=!&counties=!&hucs=&minElevation=&maxElevation=&elementSelectType=any&activeOnly=true&activeForecastPointsOnly=false&hucLabels=false&hucIdLabels=false&hucParameterLabels=true&stationLabels=&overlays=&hucOverlays=&basinOpacity=75&basinNoDataOpacity=25&basemapOpacity=100&maskOpacity=0&mode=data&openSections=dataElement,parameter,date,basin,options,elements,location,networks,overlays,labels&controlsOpen=true&popup=&popupMulti=&popupBasin=&base=esriNgwm&displayType=station&basinType=6&dataElement=PREC&depth=-8&parameter=PCTPORMED&frequency=DAILY&duration=7&customDuration=7&dayPart=E&monthPart=E&forecastPubDay=1&forecastExceedance=50&useMixedPast=true&seqColor=1&divColor=3&scaleType=D&scaleMin=&scaleMax=&referencePeriodType=fixed&referenceBegin=1991&referenceEnd=2020&minimumYears=20&hucAssociations=true&relativeDate=-1&lat=42.989&lon=-95.121&zoom=5.0
https://go.usa.gov/xy7Sg
https://go.usa.gov/xy7Sg
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/wcc/home/quicklinks/imap#version=167&elements=&networks=SNTL&states=AK&counties=!&hucs=&minElevation=&maxElevation=&elementSelectType=any&activeOnly=true&activeForecastPointsOnly=false&hucLabels=false&hucIdLabels=false&hucParameterLabels=true&stationLabels=&overlays=&hucOverlays=&basinOpacity=75&basinNoDataOpacity=25&basemapOpacity=100&maskOpacity=0&mode=data&openSections=dataElement,parameter,date,basin,options,elements,location,networks,overlays,labels&controlsOpen=true&popup=&popupMulti=&popupBasin=&base=esriNgwm&displayType=station&basinType=6&dataElement=PREC&depth=-8&parameter=PCTPORMED&frequency=DAILY&duration=7&customDuration=7&dayPart=E&monthPart=E&forecastPubDay=1&forecastExceedance=50&useMixedPast=true&seqColor=1&divColor=3&scaleType=D&scaleMin=&scaleMax=&referencePeriodType=fixed&referenceBegin=1991&referenceEnd=2020&minimumYears=20&hucAssociations=true&relativeDate=-1&lat=64.94&lon=-114.39&zoom=4.0
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/wcc/home/quicklinks/imap#version=167&elements=&networks=SNTL&states=AK&counties=!&hucs=&minElevation=&maxElevation=&elementSelectType=any&activeOnly=true&activeForecastPointsOnly=false&hucLabels=false&hucIdLabels=false&hucParameterLabels=true&stationLabels=&overlays=&hucOverlays=&basinOpacity=75&basinNoDataOpacity=25&basemapOpacity=100&maskOpacity=0&mode=data&openSections=dataElement,parameter,date,basin,options,elements,location,networks,overlays,labels&controlsOpen=true&popup=&popupMulti=&popupBasin=&base=esriNgwm&displayType=station&basinType=6&dataElement=PREC&depth=-8&parameter=PCTPORMED&frequency=DAILY&duration=7&customDuration=7&dayPart=E&monthPart=E&forecastPubDay=1&forecastExceedance=50&useMixedPast=true&seqColor=1&divColor=3&scaleType=D&scaleMin=&scaleMax=&referencePeriodType=fixed&referenceBegin=1991&referenceEnd=2020&minimumYears=20&hucAssociations=true&relativeDate=-1&lat=64.94&lon=-114.39&zoom=4.0
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/wcc/home/quicklinks/imap#version=167&elements=&networks=SNTL&states=AK&counties=!&hucs=&minElevation=&maxElevation=&elementSelectType=any&activeOnly=true&activeForecastPointsOnly=false&hucLabels=false&hucIdLabels=false&hucParameterLabels=true&stationLabels=&overlays=&hucOverlays=&basinOpacity=75&basinNoDataOpacity=25&basemapOpacity=100&maskOpacity=0&mode=data&openSections=dataElement,parameter,date,basin,options,elements,location,networks,overlays,labels&controlsOpen=true&popup=&popupMulti=&popupBasin=&base=esriNgwm&displayType=station&basinType=6&dataElement=PREC&depth=-8&parameter=PCTPORMED&frequency=DAILY&duration=7&customDuration=7&dayPart=E&monthPart=E&forecastPubDay=1&forecastExceedance=50&useMixedPast=true&seqColor=1&divColor=3&scaleType=D&scaleMin=&scaleMax=&referencePeriodType=fixed&referenceBegin=1991&referenceEnd=2020&minimumYears=20&hucAssociations=true&relativeDate=-1&lat=64.94&lon=-114.39&zoom=4.0
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/wcc/home/quicklinks/imap#version=167&elements=&networks=SNTL&states=AK&counties=!&hucs=&minElevation=&maxElevation=&elementSelectType=any&activeOnly=true&activeForecastPointsOnly=false&hucLabels=false&hucIdLabels=false&hucParameterLabels=true&stationLabels=&overlays=&hucOverlays=&basinOpacity=75&basinNoDataOpacity=25&basemapOpacity=100&maskOpacity=0&mode=data&openSections=dataElement,parameter,date,basin,options,elements,location,networks,overlays,labels&controlsOpen=true&popup=&popupMulti=&popupBasin=&base=esriNgwm&displayType=station&basinType=6&dataElement=PREC&depth=-8&parameter=PCTPORMED&frequency=DAILY&duration=7&customDuration=7&dayPart=E&monthPart=E&forecastPubDay=1&forecastExceedance=50&useMixedPast=true&seqColor=1&divColor=3&scaleType=D&scaleMin=&scaleMax=&referencePeriodType=fixed&referenceBegin=1991&referenceEnd=2020&minimumYears=20&hucAssociations=true&relativeDate=-1&lat=64.94&lon=-114.39&zoom=4.0
https://go.usa.gov/xy7ST
https://go.usa.gov/xy7ST
https://go.usa.gov/xy7ST
https://go.usa.gov/xy7ST
https://go.usa.gov/xy7ST
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/wcc/home/quicklinks/imap#version=167&elements=&networks=SNTL&states=!&counties=!&hucs=&minElevation=&maxElevation=&elementSelectType=any&activeOnly=true&activeForecastPointsOnly=false&hucLabels=false&hucIdLabels=false&hucParameterLabels=true&stationLabels=&overlays=&hucOverlays=&basinOpacity=75&basinNoDataOpacity=25&basemapOpacity=100&maskOpacity=0&mode=data&openSections=dataElement,parameter,date,basin,options,elements,location,networks,overlays,labels&controlsOpen=true&popup=&popupMulti=&popupBasin=&base=esriNgwm&displayType=station&basinType=6&dataElement=PREC&depth=-8&parameter=PCTPORMED&frequency=DAILY&duration=7&customDuration=7&dayPart=E&monthPart=E&forecastPubDay=1&forecastExceedance=50&useMixedPast=true&seqColor=1&divColor=3&scaleType=D&scaleMin=&scaleMax=&referencePeriodType=fixed&referenceBegin=1991&referenceEnd=2020&minimumYears=20&hucAssociations=true&relativeDate=-1&lat=42.989&lon=-95.121&zoom=5.0
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/wcc/home/quicklinks/imap#version=167&elements=&networks=SNTL&states=AK&counties=!&hucs=&minElevation=&maxElevation=&elementSelectType=any&activeOnly=true&activeForecastPointsOnly=false&hucLabels=false&hucIdLabels=false&hucParameterLabels=true&stationLabels=&overlays=&hucOverlays=&basinOpacity=75&basinNoDataOpacity=25&basemapOpacity=100&maskOpacity=0&mode=data&openSections=dataElement,parameter,date,basin,options,elements,location,networks,overlays,labels&controlsOpen=true&popup=&popupMulti=&popupBasin=&base=esriNgwm&displayType=station&basinType=6&dataElement=PREC&depth=-8&parameter=PCTPORMED&frequency=DAILY&duration=7&customDuration=7&dayPart=E&monthPart=E&forecastPubDay=1&forecastExceedance=50&useMixedPast=true&seqColor=1&divColor=3&scaleType=D&scaleMin=&scaleMax=&referencePeriodType=fixed&referenceBegin=1991&referenceEnd=2020&minimumYears=20&hucAssociations=true&relativeDate=-1&lat=64.94&lon=-114.39&zoom=4.0
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Last 7 Days, National Weather Service (NWS) Networks 
Source: Regional Climate Centers 

7-day precipitation 
percent of normal 
map for the 
continental U.S. 

 

See also: 7-day 
total precipitation 
values (inches) 
map 

 

 

Last 7 Days, National Weather Service (NWS) Networks  
Source: Regional Climate Centers 

7-day precipitation 
percent of normal 
map for Alaska. 

See also:  
7-day total 
precipitation  
values (inches) 
map 

 

http://www.hprcc.unl.edu/products/maps/acis/7dPNormUS.png
http://www.hprcc.unl.edu/products/maps/acis/7dPNormUS.png
http://www.hprcc.unl.edu/products/maps/acis/7dPNormUS.png
http://www.hprcc.unl.edu/products/maps/acis/7dPDataUS.png
http://www.hprcc.unl.edu/products/maps/acis/7dPDataUS.png
http://www.hprcc.unl.edu/products/maps/acis/7dPDataUS.png
http://www.hprcc.unl.edu/products/maps/acis/wrcc/ak/7dPNormWRCC-AKd.png
http://www.hprcc.unl.edu/products/maps/acis/wrcc/ak/7dPNormWRCC-AKd.png
http://www.hprcc.unl.edu/products/maps/acis/wrcc/ak/7dPDataWRCC-AKd.png
http://www.hprcc.unl.edu/products/maps/acis/wrcc/ak/7dPDataWRCC-AKd.png
http://www.hprcc.unl.edu/products/maps/acis/wrcc/ak/7dPDataWRCC-AKd.png
http://www.hprcc.unl.edu/products/maps/acis/7dPNormUS.png
http://www.hprcc.unl.edu/products/maps/acis/wrcc/ak/7dPNormWRCC-AKd.png
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Month-to-Date, All Available Data Including SNOTEL and NWS Networks 
Source: PRISM 

 

 
Month-to-date national 
total precipitation 
anomaly map 

 

 

Last 3 Months, All Available Data Including SNOTEL and NWS Networks 
Source: PRISM 

June through 
August 2023 
precipitation 
anomaly map 

 

https://prism.oregonstate.edu/mtd/
https://prism.oregonstate.edu/mtd/
https://prism.oregonstate.edu/mtd/
https://prism.oregonstate.edu/comparisons/anomalies.php
https://prism.oregonstate.edu/comparisons/anomalies.php
https://prism.oregonstate.edu/comparisons/anomalies.php
https://prism.oregonstate.edu/comparisons/anomalies.php
https://prism.oregonstate.edu/mtd/
https://prism.oregonstate.edu/comparisons/anomalies.php
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Water Year-to-Date, NRCS SNOTEL Network 

 

2023 water 
year-to-date 
precipitation 
percent of 
median map 

See also:  

2023 water 
year-to-date 
precipitation 
percent of 
average map 

 
2023 water 
year-to-date 
precipitation 
values (inches) 
map 

 

Alaska 2023 
water year-
to-date 
precipitation 
percent of 
median map  

See also:  

Alaska 2023  
water year-to-
date 
precipitation 
percent of 
average map 

Alaska 2023 
water year-to-
date 
precipitation 
values (inches) 
map 

  

  

https://go.usa.gov/xJENg
https://go.usa.gov/xJENg
https://go.usa.gov/xJENg
https://go.usa.gov/xJENg
https://go.usa.gov/xJENg
https://go.usa.gov/xJENg
https://go.usa.gov/xyp35
https://go.usa.gov/xyp35
https://go.usa.gov/xyp35
https://go.usa.gov/xyp35
https://go.usa.gov/xyp35
https://go.usa.gov/xyp3R
https://go.usa.gov/xyp3R
https://go.usa.gov/xyp3R
https://go.usa.gov/xyp3R
https://go.usa.gov/xJENB
https://go.usa.gov/xJENB
https://go.usa.gov/xJENB
https://go.usa.gov/xJENB
https://go.usa.gov/xJENB
https://go.usa.gov/xJENB
https://go.usa.gov/xyp3P
https://go.usa.gov/xyp3P
https://go.usa.gov/xyp3P
https://go.usa.gov/xyp3P
https://go.usa.gov/xyp3P
https://go.usa.gov/xyp3P
https://go.usa.gov/xyp3U
https://go.usa.gov/xyp3U
https://go.usa.gov/xyp3U
https://go.usa.gov/xyp3U
https://go.usa.gov/xyp3U
https://go.usa.gov/xyp3U
https://go.usa.gov/xJENg
https://go.usa.gov/xJENB
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Temperature

Last 7 Days, National Weather Service (NWS) Networks 
Source: Regional Climate Centers 

7-day temperature 
anomaly map for the 
contiguous U.S. 

See also: 7-day 
temperature (° F) 
map 

 

Last 7 Days, National Weather Service (NWS) Networks             
Source: Regional Climate Centers 

7-day temperature 
anomaly map for 
Alaska. 

See also:  
7-day temperature  
(° F) map 

 

http://www.hprcc.unl.edu/products/maps/acis/7dTDeptUS.png
http://www.hprcc.unl.edu/products/maps/acis/7dTDeptUS.png
http://www.hprcc.unl.edu/products/maps/acis/7dTDataUS.png
http://www.hprcc.unl.edu/products/maps/acis/7dTDataUS.png
http://www.hprcc.unl.edu/products/maps/acis/wrcc/ak/7dTDeptWRCC-AKd.png
http://www.hprcc.unl.edu/products/maps/acis/wrcc/ak/7dTDeptWRCC-AKd.png
http://www.hprcc.unl.edu/products/maps/acis/wrcc/ak/7dTDataWRCC-AKd.png
http://www.hprcc.unl.edu/products/maps/acis/wrcc/ak/7dTDataWRCC-AKd.png
http://www.hprcc.unl.edu/products/maps/acis/7dTDeptUS.png
http://www.hprcc.unl.edu/products/maps/acis/wrcc/ak/7dTDeptWRCC-AKd.png
http://www.hprcc.unl.edu/products/maps/acis/7dTDeptUS.png
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Month-to-Date, All Available Data Including SNOTEL and NWS Networks         
Source: PRISM 

Month-to-date 
national daily 
mean 
temperature 
anomaly map  

 

 

 
 

 

Last 3 Months, All Available Data Including SNOTEL and NWS Networks         
Source: PRISM 

 

June through August 
2023 daily mean 
temperature anomaly 
map  

 

  

https://prism.oregonstate.edu/mtd/
https://prism.oregonstate.edu/mtd/
https://prism.oregonstate.edu/mtd/
https://prism.oregonstate.edu/mtd/
https://prism.oregonstate.edu/mtd/
https://prism.oregonstate.edu/comparisons/anomalies.php
https://prism.oregonstate.edu/comparisons/anomalies.php
https://prism.oregonstate.edu/comparisons/anomalies.php
https://prism.oregonstate.edu/comparisons/anomalies.php
https://prism.oregonstate.edu/mtd/
https://prism.oregonstate.edu/comparisons/anomalies.php
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Drought 

U.S. Drought Monitor              U.S. Drought Portal   
Source: National Drought Mitigation Center      Source: NOAA 

 
 

 

Current National Drought Summary, September 12, 2023 
Source: National Drought Mitigation Center 

“Widespread precipitation amounts of 0.5 to 2 inches (locally more) were observed across much of the Great 
Plains, Upper Mississippi Valley, and East. Improvements were made to areas that received the heaviest 
amounts. In the wake of a cold front, 7-day (September 5 to 11) temperatures averaged near to slightly 
below normal for the Northern Great Plains and Upper Midwest. Farther to the south, above-normal 
temperatures continued across the southern Great Plains and western Gulf Coast. Since early August, 
persistent excessive heat coupled with a lack of adequate rainfall led to a rapid onset and intensification of 
drought from Texas eastward to the Lower Mississippi Valley and parts of the Southeast. Monsoon rainfall 
began to decrease throughout the Four Corners region and Southwest during early September, while 
seasonal dryness prevailed along the West Coast.” 

https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/
http://www.drought.gov/drought/
https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/Summary.aspx
https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/
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Changes in Drought Monitor Categories over Time   
Source: National Drought Mitigation Center  
 

                    1 Week 

 

1 Month 

 
            6 Months 

 

             1 Year 

 
Changes in drought conditions over the last 12 months for the contiguous U.S. 

 

Highlighted Drought Resources 

• Drought Impact Reporter 

• Quarterly Regional Climate Impacts and Outlook 

• U.S. Drought Portal Indicators and Monitoring 

• U.S. Population in Drought, Weekly Comparison 

• USDA Disaster and Drought Information 

 

 

 

https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/data/chng/pdf/20230912/20230912_conus_chng_1W.pdf
https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/Maps/ChangeMaps.aspx
https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/Maps/ChangeMaps.aspx
https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/data/chng/pdf/20230912/20230912_conus_chng_4W.pdf
https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/data/chng/pdf/20230912/20230912_conus_chng_26W.pdf
https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/data/chng/pdf/20230912/20230912_conus_chng_26W.pdf
https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/data/chng/pdf/20230912/20230912_conus_chng_52W.pdf
http://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/Maps/ChangeMaps.aspx
http://droughtreporter.unl.edu/map/
https://www.drought.gov/reports
https://www.drought.gov/current-conditions
https://www.drought.gov/current-conditions
https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/Maps/CompareTwoWeeks.aspx
https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/Maps/CompareTwoWeeks.aspx
https://www.usda.gov/topics/disaster/drought
https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/data/chng/pdf/20230912/20230912_conus_chng_1W.pdf
https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/data/chng/pdf/20230912/20230912_conus_chng_4W.pdf
https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/data/chng/pdf/20230912/20230912_conus_chng_26W.pdf
https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/data/chng/pdf/20230912/20230912_conus_chng_52W.pdf
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USDA Secretarial Drought Designations 
Source: USDA Farm Service Agency 

 
 

Wildfires: Fire Information for Resource Management System US/Canada 
Source: NASA/USDA Forest Service 

 
        Current active wildfires larger than 1,000 acres in size 

 

Highlighted Wildfire Resources 

• National Interagency Fire Center 
 

• InciWeb Incident Information System 
 
• Significant Wildland Fire Potential Outlook 

https://www.fsa.usda.gov/Assets/USDA-FSA-Public/usdafiles/Disaster-Assist/Secretarials/2023-Secretarial-Disasters/ALL_Drought_CY2023.pdf
https://firms.modaps.eosdis.nasa.gov/usfs/map/#d:today;l:landsat,noaa20-viirs,viirs,modis_a,modis_t,active-usa,active-ca,fire-perimeter,street;@-95.9,37.9,5.5z
https://www.nifc.gov/
https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/
https://www.predictiveservices.nifc.gov/outlooks/outlooks.htm
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/Assets/USDA-FSA-Public/usdafiles/Disaster-Assist/Secretarials/2023-Secretarial-Disasters/ALL_Drought_CY2023.pdf
https://firms.modaps.eosdis.nasa.gov/usfs/map/#d:today;l:landsat,noaa20-viirs,viirs,modis_a,modis_t,active-usa,active-ca,fire-perimeter,street;@-95.9,37.9,5.5z
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Other Climatic and Water Supply Indicators 

Soil Moisture        
Source: NOAA National Centers for Environmental Prediction 

Modeled soil moisture percentiles as of September 09, 2023 

 

Soil Moisture Percent of Saturation      
Source: NRCS SNOTEL and Soil Climate Analysis Network (SCAN)   
U.S. soil moisture map at 8-inch depth:   

 

https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/Drought/Monitoring/smp_new.shtml
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/wcc/home/snowClimateMonitoring/soilClimateConditions/
https://go.usa.gov/xe7BR
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/Drought/Monitoring/smp_new.shtml
https://go.usa.gov/xe7BR
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Soil Moisture                            
Source: NRCS Soil Climate Analysis Network (SCAN) 

 
 

This chart shows the precipitation and soil moisture for the last 30 days at the Geneva #1 SCAN site in 
New York. Soil sensors at the shallower depths, 2”, 4”, and 8” below land surface, reported increases in 
soil moisture at the site following precipitation events throughout the period. The deeper sensors at 20” 
and 40” below land surface show little-to-no change in soil moisture, even after the site received 1.03 
inches of precipitation on September 9. Total precipitation for the 30-day period was 2.92 inches. 

 
 
 
 
Soil Moisture Data Portals 

• USCRN Soil Moisture 

• National Soil Moisture Network 

• NOAA Climate Prediction Center Soil Moisture 

• NASA Grace 

https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/wcc/home/snowClimateMonitoring/soilClimateConditions/
https://wcc.sc.egov.usda.gov/nwcc/site?sitenum=2011
https://www.drought.gov/data-maps-tools/us-climate-reference-network-uscrn-soil-temperature-and-soil-moisture
http://nationalsoilmoisture.com/
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/Soilmst_Monitoring/US/Soilmst/Soilmst.shtml
https://nasagrace.unl.edu/
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Streamflow, Drought, Flood, and Runoff 
Source: U.S. Geological Survey  WaterWatch Streamflow Map 

 
 

WaterWatch: Streamflow, drought, flood, and runoff conditions 
 

Reservoir Storage 
 

Hydromet Teacup Reservoir Depictions 
Source: U.S. Bureau of Reclamation 

• Upper Colorado  

• Pacific Northwest/Snake/Columbia   

• Sevier River Water, Utah  

• Upper Missouri, Kansas, Oklahoma, Texas 

https://waterwatch.usgs.gov/?id=ww_flood
https://waterwatch.usgs.gov/new/?id=flood-gmap
http://www.usbr.gov/uc/water/basin/
http://www.usbr.gov/pn/hydromet/select.html
http://www.sevierriver.org/reservoirs/teacup-diagram-of-reservoirs/
http://www.usbr.gov/gp/hydromet/teacup_form1.html
https://waterwatch.usgs.gov/new/?id=flood-gmap
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Current California Reservoir Conditions               
Source: California Department of Water Resources 

 

 

Current California Reservoir Conditions 

 

http://cdec.water.ca.gov/cgi-progs/products/rescond.pdf
http://cdec.water.ca.gov/cgi-progs/products/rescond.pdf
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Agricultural Weather Highlights 
Author: Brad Rippey, Agricultural Meteorologist, USDA/OCE/WAOB 

National Outlook, Thursday September 14, 2023: “Hurricane Lee will continue to churn northward, with 
landfall expected in the Canadian Maritimes or eastern Maine during the weekend. However, weakening will 
occur as the tropical cyclone approaches the Atlantic Coast, and Lee may no longer be a hurricane or may 
be undergoing a post-tropical transition while moving ashore. Still, high winds, heavy rain, and a dangerous 
storm surge may occur in parts of coastal New England. Farther west, a storm system affecting portions of 
the south-central U.S. will gradually weaken and shift southward, although additional rainfall could reach 1 to 
3 inches or more in Texas and portions of neighboring states. In contrast, dry weather will prevail during the 
next 5 days in several areas, including much of the mid-South, Ohio Valley, and Far West. Warmth in the 
West will shift eastward, with weekend temperatures possibly reaching 90°F as far north as Montana. The 
NWS 6- to 10-day outlook for September 19 – 23 calls for the likelihood of near- or above-normal 
temperatures from the Plains to the East Coast, while cooler-than-normal conditions will prevail in the West. 
Meanwhile, near- or below-normal rainfall in much of the East and Far West should contrast with wetter-
than-normal weather across the remainder of the county, including the Plains, Rockies, and western Corn 
Belt.”  
 
Weather Hazards Outlook: September 16 – 20, 2023 
Source: NOAA Weather Prediction Center 
 

 

https://www.usda.gov/sites/default/files/documents/TODAYSWX.pdf
https://www.wpc.ncep.noaa.gov/threats/threats.php
https://www.wpc.ncep.noaa.gov/threats/threats.php
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Seasonal Drought Outlook: September 01 – November 30, 2023  
Source: National Weather Service 

 

Climate Prediction Center Three-month Outlook 
Source: National Weather Service 

Precipitation 

 

Temperature 

 

September-October-November 2023 precipitation and temperature outlook summaries 

https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/expert_assessment/season_drought.png
http://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/long_range/lead01/off01_prcp.gif
http://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/long_range/lead01/off01_temp.gif
http://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/long_range/fxus05.html
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/expert_assessment/season_drought.png
http://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/long_range/lead01/off01_prcp.gif
http://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/long_range/lead01/off01_temp.gif


Water and Climate Update 

9/14/2023  Page 17 

More Information 

The NRCS National Water and Climate Center publishes this weekly report. We welcome your feedback. If 
you have questions or comments, please contact us. 

 

 

 

https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/wcc/home/
mailto:julie.koeberle@usda.gov?subject=Weekly%20Water%20and%20Climate%20Update
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