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Bi-state report: Less sediment, pollution in Lake Tahoe 

New research shows climate change may also impact iconic lake’s clarity 

  

LAKE TAHOE, NV/CA – Today, the Nevada Division of Environmental Protection (NDEP) and 
the Lahontan Regional Water Quality Control Board, part of the California Environmental 
Protection Agency, announced that efforts to reduce pollution and restore Lake Tahoe’s world-
famous water clarity remain on track despite some impacts from climate change.  

The latest clarity data from the bi-state Lake Tahoe Maximum Daily Load (TMDL) Program’s 
2021 performance report found that pollution from fine sediment particles in urban stormwater 
was reduced by over 523,000 pounds per year in 2020.   

The data indicates that a partnership between local governments and California and Nevada 
transportation agencies is successfully achieving annual goals established to reduce urban 
stormwater pollution and improve lake clarity.  

“The reduction in fine sediment particles going into the lake last year is significant and speaks 
well of the effort and on-going commitment among our partners to restore Lake Tahoe’s crystal-
clear water,” said Mike Plaziak, executive officer of the Lahontan Regional Water Quality 
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Control Board. “Put in perspective, 523,000 pounds of fine sediment particles is equivalent in 
weight to over 180 small-sized vehicles.”  

Findings also show that increasing impacts of climate change, including changes to rainfall and 
snowmelt patterns, increasing lake temperature and reduced mixing that improves water clarity 
by bringing cold clear water to the surface, are having an impact on water clarity. Looking 
ahead, partner agencies will continue to engage with the Tahoe Science Advisory Council to 
fully understand the influence of other factors on seasonal and long-term clarity conditions and 
to determine solutions to help speed up improvement of the lake’s clarity.  

“The challenges in Lake Tahoe continue to grow every day,” said NDEP Administrator Greg 
Lovato. “The Nevada Division of Environmental Protection, together with our partners, remains 
steadfast in our commitment to restore and enhance Lake Tahoe’s iconic water clarity for 
generations to come.” 

“We look forward to building on the great progress that’s been made to address current and 
emerging challenges head-on by putting forward science-driven solutions to reduce pollution 
and protect the ecological health and natural beauty of the lake,” said Lovato. “I thank our 
partners on both sides of the lake for their continued collaboration and support to ensure a 
vibrant, sustainable, climate-resilient future for Lake Tahoe.” 

The Lake Tahoe TMDL Program, a bi-state effort between Nevada and California launched in 
2011, is a science-based plan to restore clarity to Lake Tahoe by requiring local governments 
and highway departments at Lake Tahoe to implement pollutant controls to reduce the amount 
of clarity-harming pollutants that wash into the lake.  

Report Key Findings:  

The TMDL Program’s 2021 Performance Report found that pollution from fine sediment 
particles in urban stormwater was reduced by over 523,000 pounds per year in 2020, and that 
pollution from nitrogen and phosphorous, which contributes to algae growth, was also reduced 
by thousands of pounds per year, thanks to efforts of federal, state, and local agencies, as well 
as private landowners in the basin.  

Those efforts include:  

• Improved road sanding and sweeping to limit dust  
• Constructing stormwater treatment facilities to treat and infiltrate polluted stormwater 

runoff  
• Installing best management practices on developed land and forest roads to minimize 

pollutants in runoff  
• Reducing erosion from streams  

These measures aim to help Lake Tahoe meet the Clarity Challenge goal of water clarity down 
to at least 78 feet by the end of 2031. In time, the goal is for people to once again be able to 
see to depths of 100 feet. Currently, annual clarity stands at about 63 feet, and measurements 
show the lake’s clarity has plateaued over the past 20 years.  

NDEP and the Lahontan Regional Water Quality Control Board, along with the Tahoe Regional 
Planning Agency, partnered with the Tahoe Science Advisory Council to assess historic clarity 



data to better understand why clarity improvement does not appear to be tracking with pollutant 
load reduction progress. The investigation confirmed that fine sediment particles and algae 
continue to be the primary variables affecting Lake Tahoe’s clarity and concluded that 
addressing these factors should remain a top priority.To learn more about how these efforts 
have improved Lake Tahoe’s water quality, view the Lake Clarity Tracker 
(clarity.laketahoeinfo.org).  

The Lake Tahoe Maximum Daily Load (TMDL) Program began in 2011 and is implemented by 
the California Lahontan Regional Water Quality Control Board and the Nevada Division of 
Environmental Protection. TMDL Management Agencies help administer the program. 

The Lahontan Regional Water Quality Control Board is a California state agency responsible for 
the preservation and enhancement of the quality of California’s water resources in eastern 
California. For more information about the Lahontan Water Board, visit its website. 

# # # 

  
 

https://u7061146.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=4tNED-2FM8iDZJQyQ53jATUXPYOU4zCPwbaKMrHZ0yHHHI8LUYNFQHgBBBR5SPnGU8NWH2_W2L-2BZtQNXqxvnsZpTxXR9onet-2FIPMZHlCYSgkp6wrtOugYeoq-2FlrPKNd8hoUHYJu6J3Zi-2FBKVsAJDQgCIXpeBUUsB4uEkHg72aeINP-2FAXp-2BtHI7mCgHMJX71I-2Bpilqq4GIJnFpHsgjdRZ7KtaH0sDoHJYHOz4ezSV9cZLWCVHU7UyQHj-2BE1PFcWnYK4bBQ4lYm62kbM3EzdIOuhd2tOwAeqphBeB8kIUI2fU6pfHSkRqV5EFHeRHoTi4Y30Yb1x-2FiVDTq8kWeOKWZWovEX1skw0G2MvLitzHI-2Fz8jqUiNZ5EmIdZw1o3yNvX7C0C3cUi8KsxJgnlIP9B7mISc-2BKY-2BBLu-2BaDctcY-2BPIWbJ0XYYZ8-3D
https://u7061146.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=4tNED-2FM8iDZJQyQ53jATUctjCzoFs0PPR0y6HwmcEDqdv-2BVsvu85g1bk-2FL9QFsJeh76CJZ-2FGr4oohjP2EGPqzQ-3D-3D4fKG_W2L-2BZtQNXqxvnsZpTxXR9onet-2FIPMZHlCYSgkp6wrtOugYeoq-2FlrPKNd8hoUHYJu6J3Zi-2FBKVsAJDQgCIXpeBUUsB4uEkHg72aeINP-2FAXp-2BtHI7mCgHMJX71I-2Bpilqq4GIJnFpHsgjdRZ7KtaH0sDoHJYHOz4ezSV9cZLWCVHU7UyQHj-2BE1PFcWnYK4bBQ4lYm62kbM3EzdIOuhd2tOwARRQ3IEH0pEDByalI4Fk2VNd2LmarOeq1JdjoEQ-2F5rbSVtsNRXX87uS-2B5RkH69hoWrw5C1PJeutqiv5Ah6SoObKSmJOkZBP-2FfefdccMGYZduTh1IE8fC7lbQ190Ggu20p-2FK-2FBuKE9Oue6yDl4ievasI-3D

